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Goodwin
Graham

This is another column 
amongst many that has been 
very tough to write these 

past couple of weeks.
We should be celebrating what 

was a fine race for the 90th 
anniversary of the Le Mans 24 
Hours.

We should be celebrating 
another record win for Audi, and 
for Tom Kristensen.

We should be celebrating a fine 
third win for Allan McNish, and a 
first for new Audi star Loic Duval.  
Again, a blend of speed and a 
fault free run did the trick.

We should be celebrating the 
reliability of the Toyotas, both 
finished and finished well, the 
first time the TS030s had run 
competitively for more than 6 
hours.

We should be celebrating 
Strakka’s second Le Mans class 
win as the all British squad got 
their LMP1 Privateers season back 
on track.

We should be celebrating too 
the fabulous performance of 
Oak Racing to finish 1,2 in LMP2 
with their quick and now reliable 

Morgan Nissans.
And we should be celebrating 

the second GT Academy graduate 
finishing on the podium in their 
first ever Le Mans 24 Hours, Jann 
Mardenborough joining Lucas 
Ordonez on what looks set to be 
the start of an impressive heritage 
for the contest that creates NISMO 
Athletes.

We should be celebrating the 
achievements of both Nissan and 
Dunlop in dominating the class 
results. Both the engine maker 
and the tyre maker filled the 
podium despite strong opposition.

We should be celebrating a 
fantastic GTE Pro battle, and 
the revival of Porsche with their 
factory team coming good on 
their first appearance at Le Mans 
for 15 years. That bodes well for 
their LMP1 campaign from 2014.

We should be celebrating too a 
fine battle from Aston Martin, who 
so nearly took the win in their 
centenary year.  Their bravery and 
commitment deserved a result.

We should be celebrating a 
great run from IMSA Performance 
to dominate the GTE Am category 

with their Porsche including a 
stellar performance from their 
‘secret weapon’, Jean Karl 
Vernay, the young Frenchman 
staking his claim for sportscar 
racing stardom.

We should be celebrating the 
world’s greatest motor race - But 
we can’t.

We can’t because of what 
happened on lap four of the race 
,when an accident at Tertre Rouge 
robbed the sport, and of course 
his friends and family, of the 
continued impact of the fabulous 
talent, good humour and love of 
Allan Simonsen.

So we’ll remember here all 
the good things above, but we’ll 
celebrate the time we had with 
Allan, on track and off, the 
speed, the fun, the friendship and 
camaraderie. We’ll celebrate all 
of that , and remember it all too.

Thanks for the memories 
Simmo.

This magazine has been held 
over until Allan’s family and 
friends have had the chance to 
say goodbye.

Celebrating Allan - and remembering a whole lot of other things
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Cox
Darren

Originally being asked 
to write a preview and 
summary of Le Mans for 

this publication was an honour. 
Now, post race, I struggle to 
know what to write. I only knew 
Allan Simonsen from afar but 
many of the team working for 
Nissan at Le Mans were good 
friends of ‘Simmo’ or ‘Fluffer’. 
That’s one of two things that 
stay with me when I think about 
Allan. He clearly had a huge 
number of friends all over the 
world. And no doubt that was 
because of the second thing. He 
was clearly bloody good fun to 
be around.

Allan was no doubt a great racer, 
but he did it with a smile and a 
wicked sense of humour – for me 
it brings home the realization that 
sometimes we take this motor 
racing thing a bit to seriously. Yes 
let’s race hard but at the end it’s 
a sport to be enjoyed by fans on 
both sides of the fence.

So let’s carry on racing with a 
smile. Hats off to Aston Martin for 
carrying on. Hats off to Smithy, 
Ryano, Stuart and others on the 
Nissan team that wiped away a 
tear and just carried on.  Because 
they love it.

Allan also taught us another 
lesson – A professional who was 
beloved by the fans because he 
never forgot how special being 
part of the sport was.

The Nissan team loves working 
with people who do crazy things 
and love our sport at the same 
time, blue sky thinkers, engineers 
with brains (and sometimes 
eyebrows) the size of planets and 
race drivers whose multitasking 
abilities and speed and consistency 
are beyond the comprehension of 
most of us.  We love working too 
though with and alongside those 
who love the sport most of all – 
The fans.

Their emotion, passion, 
knowledge and drive are 
massively motivating, and sadly 
that’s not always been recognized 
and rewarded by the sport.

We’re working to try and change 
that with our FansFirst initiative 
– This magazine, our backing for 
the efforts of Radio Le Mans and 
Dailysportscar at Le Mans again 
this year and the new for 2013 
Nismo TV, all of that and more 
is about helping the fans to get 
more for less out of their racing 
experience.  More enjoyment, 
more access – Just more!

We even revealed the next 
chapter in Nissan’s Le Mans story 
to the fans first as our 2014 Nissan 
ZEOD RC car, the car we’ll be 
taking to Garage 56 next year, 
had the wraps removed in the 
Le Mans village rather than in a 
closed press conference. 

Garage 56 is a unique 
opportunity in world motorsport 
to display the capabilities of 
groundbreaking tech in public 
and in the midst of the biggest 
motor race in the world. We’ll 
be running the car under electric 
power later this year, and that 
will be in public too…

For 2013 though we were 
delighted with the success of 
all the Nissan engined cars in 
LMP2. Oak Racing deserve all the 
plaudits for their fantastic run 
to 1st and 2nd, but also to the 
owners for their support of our 
sport over recent years.

I was personally pleased with 
the run that car 42 had. Jann 
Mardenborough followed Lucas 
Ordonez’s lead from 2011 and 
delivered the drive we all knew 
he would – but that shocked the 
rest of the pitlane (you may have 
noticed we like doing that). While 
Jann was resetting expectations on 

track we had the next generation 
of gamers turned racers working 
track side. Yes working. No getting 
all Lewis Hamilton for these boys. 
In between stints in the Nismo 
lab talking to hundreds of fans 
over the weekend, the new boys 
were peering over the fence and 
thinking what might be.

As Allan proved, if they work 
bloody hard and stay humble then 
they might just make it. Hopefully 
they (and me) will do it with an 
even bigger smile on their face as 
all of us realize how lucky we are 
to be involved in this wonderful 
sport.

GARAGE 56 IS A UNIQUE 
OPPORTUNITY IN WORLD 

MOTORSPORT TO DISPLAY 
THE CAPABILITIES OF 

GROUNDBREAKING TECH“



Legends of La Sarthe
To celebrate the 90th anniversary of the Le Mans 24 Hours, the ACO asked a jury of 
sportscar racing notables to select a single outstanding car for each decade of the 
race’s history. Graham Goodwin and Stephen Kilbey introduce them.
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Bentley Speed Six 
Second 1930 

The Bentley years were, for 
many the real start of the Le 
Mans legend – The Speed Six and 
its cousins won the race no fewer 
than five times and brought the 
first dash of overseas spice to 
the race in its early years.
The car on display (and on track) 
at le mans is finished second 
overall in 1930 driven by Bentley 
Boys, Frank Clement and Richard 
Watney.
The car completed 173 laps to 
give Bentley a 1,2 finish with the 
top six places filled entirely by 
British teams and drivers.
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Alfa 8C 2300  
Winner 1931 

A real piece of Italian racing 
history, this 2.4 litre model was 
the #16 driven by Lord Howe 
and Sir Henry Birkin and was the 
first Italian car to win the race. 
The car finished with 184 laps 
under its belt - and seven laps 
clear of the other five finishers 
that year. Of the two 8C 2300’s 
entered in the race, it was the 
only finisher, after its sister car 
retired from the lead of the race 
on lap 99 during adverse weather 
conditions.
The 8C 2300 would change the 
face of endurance racing from 
souped up standard touring cars 
to purpose designed and built 
high performance sportscars 
with specialist racing engines. 
The Alfa would go on to win 
again from 1932-1934 and would 
finish an extremely close second 
in 1935 too.
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Ferrari 166MM  
Winner 1949 

The great race paused during the 
wartime occupation of France 
and it took a truly great name to 
rekindle the fire; Ferrari took the 
win on their Le Mans debut with 
the pretty little 2 litre 166MM.
The car’s designation comes 
from the individual capacity of 
each of the 12 cylinders under 
the bonnet and an homage to 
another great race, the Mille 
Miglia.
Enzo Ferrari deemed the car 
unfit for the 24 hour challenge 
as a factory car so the project 
was taken on privately for the 
first year.
Luigi Chinetti and Lord Selsdon 
drove the car to victory, however 
Selsdon fell ill on the day of the 
race and left Chinetti to drive no 
less than 22 hours of the 24 - a 
real feat of endurance!
Aside from Le Mans success the 
166 MM also won the 1949 Mile 
Miglia, Targa Florio and Spa 
24 Hours, the only ever car to 
achieve such a feat in a single 
year.
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Jaguar D Type  
Winner 1954 

Jaguar took their first win in 
1953 with further successes 
coming thick and fast. The 
arrival of the iconic D-Type, with 
Jaguar’s well proven and highly 
developed straight six housed 
in a monocoque chassis, and 
clothed in a simply beautiful 
aerodynamic body, upped the 
ante once again.
Add in disc brakes, and a faired 
headrest that extended into a 
rear fin that improved stability 
and the package was compelling 
and very successful.
The car was very efficient too; it 
was able to complete over 30 laps 
on a tank of fuel. By comparison, 
2013’s top cars were managing 
10-12 laps.
In the 1954 race, Jaguar would 
enter three cars, two of which 
would retire, leaving the sole 
remaining #14 D-Type of Duncan 
Hamilton and Tony Rolt to fend 
off the mighty Ferraris and take 
the win.
A year later, Jaguar would 
expand their programme but 
despite a repeat win the race 
would be remembered instead 
for the sport’s greatest tragedy 
as dozens of spectators were 
killed when the Mercedes Benz of 
Pierre Levegh crashed opposite 
the pits.  It marked the end of an 
era for Jaguar, and the factory 
team would not be back for 30 
years.
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Ford GT40 MKII
Winner 1966 

Ford vs Ferrari in the 1960s 
is seen by many as one of the 
great intermarque grudge 
matches. After a failed attempt 
by Henry Ford to buy Ferrari in 
the early ‘60s, the Ford marque 
decided to beat Maranello at 
their own game. The GT40 was 
the weapon of choice, just 40 
inches in height with big power 
from mid mounted V8 engines. 
It was certainly not an overnight 
success, but by 1966 Ford was 
ready to turn the screw.
13 Ford GTs were entered, eight 
of them MkIIs and the car shown 
here took the win with Bruce 
McLaren and Chris Amon.
That only came, though, after 
Ford had tried to stage a dead 
heat - but dramatically failed. 
The car ‘meant’ to win crossed 
the line at the same time, but 
the race organizers decided that 
the McLaren/ Amon car would 
be declared the winner as it had 
started further back on the grid 
and had therefore traveled (just 
a little) further!
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Porsche 917 K  
Winner 1970 

In 1969 the ACO introduced a 
major rule change which would 
enable manufacturers to produce 
prototype cars with bigger engine 
sizes. Three 917’s were on the 
grid for the 1969 race but none 
of them finished. Their were two 
models produced, with varying 
lengths to the rear section (K 
(longer) and LH (shorter)), the 
K model was the better overall 
package after the April test day 
and could reach speeds of 389 
kph.
The 917’s legacy is remembered 
for more than the 1970 win. It 
started a long trend of art cars 
with the psychedelic green and 
purple liveried LH model being so 
popular. The 917 also appeared 
in the cult classic film “Le Mans” 
with the Siffert and Redman car 
being driven by Steve McQueen’s 
character in the movie.



Porsche 962 C 
Winner 1987 

Group C – A phrase that every 
sportscar fan equates with 
beautiful cars and high speed. 
And there is no worthier icon 
of the era than the Porsche 
962 – variants of the 962 and its 
immediate predecessor the 956 
took no fewer than seven overall 
wins between 1982 and 1994.
The Porsche simply dominated 
in the early years of Group C, 
and not just with the factory run 
cars either. Well over 100 cars of 
all variants were built and they 
raced with success all around 
the world. This car is the 1987 
race winning #17 962 of Derek 
Bell, Hans Stuck and Al Holbert 
in the iconic Rothmans livery.
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Madza 787B  
Winner 1991 

The Mazda 787B was the first, 
and still today stands as the 
only, Japanese car to win the Le 
Mans 24 Hours. It is also the only 
rotary engined machine to take 
glory in the French classic. 
Volker Weidler, Johnny Herbert 
and Bertrand Gachot took the 
win in 1991, taking full advantage 
of issues for the major players 
to show the strong hand of the 
ear splitting four rotor rotary 
engined 787B – reliability.
The opposition chased hard 
to make up for lost time but 
the Mazda made it home, and 
poured fuel on a fire that still 
burns brightly with Japanese 
race fans for the challenge and 
achievement of 24 hour racing.
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Peugeot 905 B 
Winner 1993 

Peugeot’s 905 was designed to 
take advantage of the new 3.5 
litre engine regulations that 
many blame for the downturn in 
international sportscar racing at 
the start of the 1990s.
With the help of design from 
Dassault, the French factory 
team created a car that, after 
a difficult birth, brought race 
winning glory at le mans back to 
France.
The car shown here is the 1993 
Le Mans winner, the second year 
in a row that Peugeot would 
win. Christophe Bouchout, Eric 
Helary and Geoff Brabham would 
take the top step on the podium 
before Peugeot took the engine 
to F1, and it would be 2007 
before the factory team would 
return to Le Mans.
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Audi R10 TDI 
Winner 2006 

There have been many 
technological advances in the 
long history of Le Mans and 
endurance racing. Arguably, 
though, Audi’s decision to use 
diesel fuel instead of petrol to 
power their cars was one of the 
most revolutionary.
Whilst the R10 TDI may not have 
been the first ever diesel car to 
appear at the race, it was the 
first which had a realistic chance 
to win - and it did just that, right 
out of the gate.
Frank Biela, Marco Werner and 
Emanuele Pirro would claim 
victory over Pescarolo Sport, a 
win which started a period of 
diesel dominance at La Sarthe 
- diesel fuelled cars have 
triumphed every year since!



Audi R18 e-tron quattro  
Winner 2012 

An evolution of the 2011 R18 
TDI, Audi’s first closed top coupe 
racer at Le mans since 1999, 
the E-tron Quattro was not just 
an upgrade but the start of a 
revolution - it became the first 
hybrid powered car to win the 
race overall, driven by André 
Lotterer, Benoît Tréluyer and 
Marcel Fässler.
The combination of a diesel 
engine and a four wheel drive 
hybrid system that provided 
boost via the front wheels from 
stored kinetic energy.  A new 
technology arms race had begun!
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NINE2013’s Le Mans 24 Hours was built as a celebration of an illustrious 90 year 
history of the world’s most famous endurance race.

The race was notable for a lot of things - a historic victory for Audi and Tom 
Kristensen, a great run by Toyota, a dominant performance by the Nissan 
engine in LMP2, and a memorable battle in GTE Pro with Porsche returning in 
style.

Sadly though the race will be remembered not for all of those achievements 
but instead for the tragic incident which took the life of popular Danish driver 
Allan Simonsen

Stephen Kilbey reports
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The 2013 LMP1 battle at Le Mans will 
be remembered for several reasons; 
another record breaking win for Tom 

Kristensen, a third win for the popular 
Scot Allan McNish and a first win for Audi’s 
new pacemaker Loic Duval, all courtesy 
of a faultless run from the #2 Audi E-Tron 
Quattro.

It could though have been very different as 
the #2 car ended as the only un-delayed bullet 
in the Audi gun, and Toyota ran them close!

The key to Audi’s victory was once again not 
just the speed of their drivers, or the lead 
car’s reliability, but their strength in numbers. 
The two sister cars in the race, the #1 and #3 
suffered from issues which left them hoping 
others would falter.

The #3 Audi suffered from a puncture which 
lost them time getting back to the pits and 
repairing the subsequent bodywork damage, the 
#1 suffered from a highly unusual  mechanical/
electrical  issue with a failed alternator, which 
cost them a disastrous 40  minute delay in the 
seventh hour.

The R18 was jokingly described by Dr 
Wolfgang Ullrich - Audi’s sporting director - 
after the race as, “Not designed for changing 
the alternator.”

This setback not only prevented the trio 
of Marcel Fässler, Benoît Tréluyer and André 
Lotterer from taking a hat trick of wins - but 
severely hurt their chances of winning this 
year’s WEC championship, the team finishing 
only fifth as their chief rivals took the overall 
win, plus pole position too.

Toyota’s reliability was a major surprise, the 

two TS030’s entered for the 81st running and 
90th anniversary of the Le Mans 24 Hours kept 
Audi on their toes this time for the whole race, 
instead of just the first six hours they managed 
in their debut year.

In the opening laps Nicolas Lapierre managed 
to fight his way up to second place in the #7 
car and was about to challenge the #1 Audi for 
the lead before the safety car came out on lap 
four.

It seemed that the slightly greasy, chilled 
conditions though were a major factor in 
Toyota’s early race pace - as the TS030 ran 
far better on Michelin’s “treadless wets” than 
the R18. Once the conditions were either fully 
dry or extremely wet the E-Tron Quattro’s lap 
times were far better than the blue and white 
machines  - but Toyota were able to stay in the 
fight all the way to the checkered flag because 
of Audi’s hiccups, and of course the record 
number of Safety Car periods.

The story of the second half of the race was 
really the #2 Audi vs the #8 and #7 Toyotas, 
with the #8 Toyota desperately trying to get 
onto, and stay on, the lead lap, while the team 
monitored their pair of cars which had never 
run so long in a competitive environment 
before.

Ultimately the Toyotas just didn’t have the 
pace, but they hung around and both crossed 
the finishing line. It was an impressive showing 
of reliability from the team, with the only real 
issue for them being Lapierre’s substantial 
‘off’  with the #7 into a barrier at the entrance 
to the Porsche curves in the last period of the 
race.
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Top: For the first time this 
season, Rebellion were 
defeated in the Privateer P1 
class. 

Above: In contrast to their 
Privateer rivals, Strakka ran 
faultlessly and it earned them 
the spoils.

Left: #2 Audi was peerless

Overleaf: Toyota were 
fast, particularly in mixed 
conditions, but not fast 
enough.
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The lengthy repairs under the safety car during 
the rain soaked period of the race handed the 
#3 Audi a podium after a spirited drive to get 
Lucas di Grassi, Marc Gené and Oliver Jarvis a 
spot on the rostrum in their final run for the 
LMP1 program this season.

Strakka Racing’s weekend was reminiscent of 
their dominant run in LMP2 in the 2010 edition 
of the race, the all British squad running quickly 
and consistently to win the privateer class and 
picking up a much needed gain in the WEC 
points chase.

They couldn’t get anywhere near the ultimate 
pace of the two Rebellion Lola Toyotas during 
much of the race, but they ran faultlessly (with 
the exception of a puncture and a minor water 
leak during the night) and waited for the #12 
and #13 cars to hit trouble – And this time, they 
did.

The last couple of years as well as the current 
WEC season have been kind to the Swiss team, 
but this time out they suffered from a multitude 
of niggles and Andrea Belicchi’s hefty incident 
for the #13 car at the second Mulsanne chicane 
with six hours to go.

Rebellion’s #12 car with Nicolas Prost, Nick 
Hiedfeld and Neel Jani driving ran well for the 
first 12 hours and wasn’t too far away from the 
factory teams ahead - eyeing a potential top 
five finish. But the car succumbed to an oil leak, 
multiple vibrations and a clutch issue which lost 
the team a demoralizing amount of time. The 
two Lola B12/60’s finished a disappointing 40th 
and 41st in the final classification, but at least 
they crossed the line in what may be the last 
ever appearance of LMP1 Lolas at La Sarthe.

After a near perfect drive from all three drivers 
in the #2 car the final word went to ‘Mr Le Mans’ 
Tom Kristensen – The Dane lost his father earlier 
in the year and had promised himself that a win 
would be dedicated to dad – “I’ll have to come 
back again to do that though, “ said a tearful 
TK in the post race press conference, “because 
this one is for Allan Simonsen.”
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With 22 cars taking the start of the race 
and cars that are proving to be quicker 
and more reliable year on year it was 

always going to be a close and unpredictable 
race in LMP2

It didn’t disappoint. In the end it was an 
excellent one-two finish and the first class win 
at Le Mans for the popular and hard working 
Oak Racing team. 

It was victory too for Nissan Nismo power as 
the pair of Morgan Nissans head led home eight 
other Nissan engines in the top 10.  

Bertrand Baguette, Martin Plowman and 
Ricardo González drove the #35 to a stunning 
victory over the sister #24 car of Olivier Pla, 
Alex Brundle and David Heinemeier Hanssen

The Oak Racing cars led the race at the end 
of almost every hour, but in the early stages of 
the race it was the #24 cart that looked likely 
to dominate the race. 

Baguette’s pace though kept the #35 car in 
the hunt all the way as they battled with the 
rapid #26 G-Drive Oreca which stayed close 
enough to the Morgans to take full advantage 
when the leading car had a minor off on cold 
tyres.  It didn’t delay the #24 car much, but it’s 
a mark of the pace and reliability of the leading 
group that even that one issue was ultimately 
enough to cost the #24 crew the race.

In contrast the #35 crew continued untroubled, 
not ultimately as quick as the #24 but with too 
big a gap to bridge, their only drama was in the 
very closing stages was a spin in avoidance of a 
car ahead in the late race cloudburst. Baguette 
though gathered it all together and retained 
the lead.

The other major contender in the race came 
from the Greaves Motorsport outfit. 

While the British team’s Caterham liveried 
#41 came home after a number of delays, Tom 
Kimber Smith in particular showing real speed in 
pursuit of the pack, the Nissan Nismo backed #42 
car emerged as a real contender for a podium 
as Lucas Ordóñez and Michael  Krumm anchored 
the effort.  The surprise package for the crew, 
and arguably for the class, was the debuting 
2011 GT Academy winner Jann Mardenborough, 
who had a coming of age party on the biggest 
stage of his short career. 

The young Welshman was amongst the fastest 
drivers in the class throughout, with excellent 
consistency too.  The only scare came as Jann 
clattered the kerbs at the second Mulsanne 
Chicane as he attempted, successfully, to fend 
off the attentions of another class contender, 
the Zytek Nissan ‘getting air’ in dramatic but 
thankfully harmless fashion.

There would be heartbreak though for the #26 
G-Drive crew. Experienced silver rated Russian 
driver Roman Rusinov, Indycar star Mike Conway 
and very rapid Aussie star John Martin would 
claim third but suffer post race exclusion for an 
oversized fuel tank. Greaves would inherit the 
podium.
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They did, though, finish ahead of the first 
Michelin shod runner, the #49 Pecom Racing 
Oreca Nissan, their best efforts falling just short 
of a successful challenge on Mardenborough and 
co.

The Onroak/ Morgan customer teams had 
decent outings, but with mixed outcomes. The 
Chinese owned KCMG squad ran up with the 
leading pack until an off and later niggling issues 
delayed them, the #47 car eventually retiring.

The third ‘factory’ Morgan was hit and spun 
around in pitlane after a terribly ham fisted 
release from the AF Corse squad, the car was 
fixed but retired soon afterwards.

Morand Racing on the other hand finished 
the race and brought their Judd engine Morgan  

home sixth, the highest non Nissan engine finish.
Others had less luck, Jota Sport had run 

strongly throughout the race until the #38 Zytek 
Nissan suffered a suspected front suspension 
failure, the damage leaving them to recover 
to a fighting (but disappointing) eighth place 
finish.

The Thiriet by TDS Oreca Nissan was pitched 
into the wall by standing water after a late 
race downpour and the Level 5 Motorsports HPD 
suffered repeated mechanical woes. 

Murphy Prototypes’ Oreca Nissan was another 
car which fought back after early trouble, the 
#48 car made their way up to seventh place in 
class but was too far back to challenge for more.

The Swiss entered Race Performance Oreca 

Judd had looked a potential dark horse for a 
podium but a lack of consistency, too many 
minor runs into the gravel and the pace and 
reliability of the leading Nissan engine runners 
left then scrapping (ultimately successfully) for 
a top ten finish.

The Nissan powered Alpine effort looked 
promising but fell victim to an early race 
spin, the subsequent damage delaying the car 
enough to count it out of a good finish,  Delta 
ADR’s Nissan engined Oreca crashed out during 
the hours of darkness and so too did the Judd 
engined HVM Status Lola coupe. The Gulf Racing 
Lola retired early whilst the Boutsen Ginion 
Oreca Nissan and DKR Engineering Lola Judd 
efforts both struggled throughout for pace.

The Oak Racing Morgans  though were 
eventually though untouchable, the team has 
worked hard to make the slipperiest of all the 
LMP2s reliable and this year it all clicked!  It 
was a well deserved win, (and second place 
too) as the LMP2 class looked to come of age.   

It just seemed destined to be Oak Racing’s 
day from the moment the flag was dropped on 
Saturday. Jaques Nicolet and his team came to 
the race with a hunger not seen from the rest 
of the field, and it paid off, giving them a result 
to remember. 

In a class that could have gone many ways, Oak 
Racing prevailed and scored the well deserved 
result they had been chasing for the last half 
decade.

Above: GT Academy boys 
Mardenborough and Ordonez, 
sharing with Michael Krumm, 
inherited a podium after #26 
was excluded.
 
Right: OAK’s #24 was denied 
by its sister.

Left: Murphy showed flashes 
of speed but early troubles 
scuppered them.

Previous page: OAK Racing’s 
#35 Morgan Nissan took a 
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2013 saw manufacturers galore 
in the GTE Pro class at 
Le Mans. Porsche took an 

emotional and surprising one-two finish ahead 
of the emotionally drained Aston Martin Racing 
team. Marc Lieb, Richard Lietz and Romain 
Dumas brought home the #91 Porsche 991 RSR 
home victorious after aW 315 lap long battle 
with Aston Martin on the 50th anniversary 
of the iconic Porsche 911, scoring an ultra-
important win for the Weissach based factory 
GT program.

The class as a whole was littered with surprises 
up and down the grid. The biggest was arguably 
the performance from the Corvette Racing 
team and AF Corse who in the battle for the 

lead seemed to be missing in action.
Corvette struggled with pace from the test 

day onwards, and it wasn’t until the very end 
of the race on Sunday that they even sniffed 
the top five of the class - but even that was 
very much aided by retirements and trouble 
from the frontrunners. Was it an unfamiliar 
tyre compound balance of performance, or a C6 
‘Vette at the end of its development curve?

The #73 of Jan Magnussen, Jordan Taylor and 
Antonio Garcia finished the better of the two, 
and came home in fourth place in class, the 
highest of all the ALMS runners in the race.

AF Corse saw too many fumbles from the 
usually faultless Italian squad that saw their 
two Pro 458’s fifth (#71) and sixth (#51). This 

G
T
E 

PR
O

wasn’t the Ferrari team we are used to seeing 
giving their competitors a real run for their 
money. Toni Vilander made some costly errors 
throughout, Kamui Kobayashi was rarely on the 
stint long pace of his team mates - especially 
in greasy conditions and the duo of Giancarlo 
Fisichella and Gianmaria Bruni just didn’t 
feature outside of qualifying on pace.

The third Pro class Ferrari JMW Motorsport’s 
Dunlop shod car never featured in the leading 
order, their rather Pro-Am line-up not enough 
here, and with tricky conditions there were 
incidents to further damage the charge too.

The two SRT run Viper GTS-R’s were a welcome 
addition to the class, and quickly became fan 
favorites even if they did run with the GTE Am 

runners for the majority of the race, the cars 
will surely be back faster and close to the pace 
next time.

Both finished though and there should be 
particular note made of a brave run from the 
#53 car, Marc Goosens and Ryan Dalziel showing 
consistency, but their team-mate Dominik 
Farnbacher drove on despite knowing of the 
death of his close friend Allan Simonsen – truly 
a GTE Pro..

The real race was therefore between Aston 
Martin and Porsche, AMR continued to race on 
after Simonsen’s accident at the specific request 
of his family, the team showing huge sprit in the 
worst imaginable adversity.

The #97 and #99 Aston Martins held the two of 
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the top three spots for much of the race until 
Fréd Makowiecki made a very rare mistake in 
the wet conditions towards the end of the race, 
sliding off the track on the exit of the second 
Mulsanne chicane and destroying the front of 
the car.

The Gulf ‘Art Car’ #97 was at that point 
the only Aston left with a chance, and after a 
determined drive after an extra stop to replace 
a faulty lit number panel.

Darren Turner, Stefan Mücke and Peter 
Dumbreck were tantalizingly close to winning 
the class on Aston Martin’s centenary year. The 
fight to the flag would be between one Aston 
Martin and the two factory Porsches.

The intermittent rain and safety car filled final 
hours meant that the race was finally  decided 
not on pace, but on tyre choice and strategy. 
Both team’s gambled on tyres during the time 
spent behind the final safety car, and the British 

squad, having not missed a beat in over 23 
hours, simply made a single wrong call.  The 
heartbroken team finishing third after what, at 
times, had looked like a certain one-two. 

The big fight in the end lived certainly lived to 
the pre-race hype, with Porsche running their 
own race and rarely involving themselves in 
risky scraps on track.

The only fear they had would be the reliability 
of the new car, but it simply wasn’t an issue. 
The 991’s achieved a perfect result in the end 
with good pace, quick pit stops, and a rock solid 
strategy - keeping the pressure on John Gaw’s 
team just enough throughout.

Porsche then returned for the first time since 
1998 with a factory team, and repeated the 
factory’s success that year, albeit this time 
around in GTE Pro rather than the overall – 
who’ll bet against that success coming in overall 
win terms in 2014?

Above: Aston Martin Racing had three Pro cars but couldn’t quite take the win. It was a tough 
race for all at the British team.

Top right: AF Corse struggled and couldn’t repeat their victory from 2012.

Below: Corvette lacked pace but consistency brought them top six honours.

Previous page: Porsche’s return to Le Mans was triumphant - they took a one-two.
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G
T
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A
M The healthy list of Am runners in this year’s 

race had all the ingredients needed 
for an exciting 24 hour long skirmish 

between a variety of teams and chassis. The 
eventual winners would be the #76 IMSA 
Performance Porsche 997 RSR of Ramon 
Narac, Christophe Bourret and the extremely 
impressive Jean Karl Vernay in a race that 
will however forever be remembered for the 
tragic loss of Allan Simonsen after the much 
loved Dane lost control of his #95 Aston 
Martin in avoidance of a spinning car early 
in the race.  The polesitting car was leading 
the class race by a country mile at the time 

of the accident – RIP Allan Simonsen
With the clear favorites out of the race early, 

IMSA Performance would dominate many of the 
remaining hours, winning a class at Le Mans for 
the first time since 2007, and doing so in style 
with a lap in hand. Their main competition was 
just never quite quick enough and left the fans 
wanting more.

8Star Motorsports came into La Sarthe’s big 
race fresh from a well earned victory at the 
WEC round at Spa. Looking to continue the 
momentum they qualified a disappointing 
eighth in class and never really featured.

Fellow US based Ferrari runners Krohn Racing 

were another team that had a tough run.
Team Owner Tracy Krohn had a massive off 

in Friday qualifying, destroying their car and 
forcing them to rent a car more usually seen in 
the Superstars GT Sprint Series in Italy.

The car was completely rebuilt to LM GTE-
Am specification but the huge effort expended 
came to nought with a further costly error from 
the team owner during the night which would 
damage the car again, a bad end to a bad 
weekend from the team in green..

The sole remaining Aston Martin in the class 
also struggled. It looked to be in the fight for 
a podium, but Stuart Hall and Jamie Campbell-

Walter just couldn’t overcome an early delay.  
Despite good speed from the two Pros on the 
team the #96 car came home just  shy of the 
top five.

Larbre Competition were looking for a class 
win for the fourth year in a row, and in truth it 
never looked even an outside possibility.

The #70 entry of Cooper MacNeil, Manuel 
Rodrigues and Philippe Dumas suffered clutch 
trouble after an off for the American.  The #50 
car had a less troubled run, but there just wasn’t 
enough pace this time from Jack Leconte’s team 
– Another winning run bites the dust.

Ultimately it came down to the #61 and #55 
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AF Corse Ferraris, the Dempsey Racing Del Piero 
Porsche and the winning IMSA entry. The main 
Proton entry - the #88 - should have featured 
but was a victim of Romain Brandela’s major 
lapse of concentration in the early hours of the 
morning, forcing Paulo Ruberti off the circuit at 
the Dunlop Esses and damaging the car at the 
point where Proton were at their strongest and 
running in second place.

The Dempsey del Pietro Racing (with Proton) 
squad proved to be a real force, the car leading 
well until the TV heartthrob was bundled into a 
spin by a passing LMP runner.

That caused a lengthy delay – But that was 
the starting gun for an epic run Porsche factory 
driver Pat Long, the American fighting over a 
podium spot with Matt Griffin in the #61 all 
the way to the flag - the deciding factor in the 
Ferrari’s favour being an unlucky safety car 
position which cost the Porsche almost two 
minutes.

AF Corse’s efforts were therefore rewarded as 
the #55 and #61 cars finished second and third 
in class respectively. A few niggles left them 
with little chance of beating IMSA and instead 
fending off the hard charging Dempsey team, 
but they were left satisfied with their end 
result.  Griffin though would save the podium 
celebrations for another year as he mourned his 
long-time British GT sparring partner Simonsen.

IMSA Performance welcomed this, as they 
quietly controlled the race from the front. 
Vernay in his debut was the star of their #76 
entry though, as he lapped unbelievably fast in 
the tricky conditions, making a case for a future 
position in the Porsche organization. The local, 
loyal French team took a deserving win at Le 
Mans, it’s just a shame that one of their big 
defining moments came at such a difficult time.

Above: Larbre disappointed, 
having won the last two 24 
Hours Am class trophies with 
the C6.R.
 
Left: Staying out of trouble 
paid off for Darryl O’Young’s 
#55 Ferrari.

Previous page: IMSA Matmut 
showed all their vast 
experience to win the class 
with consistency over pace.
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THE RESULTS:
IN PICTURES
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WINNER
Audi Sport Team Joest  
Audi R18 e-tron quattro

Tom Kristensen (DNK) 
Allan McNish (GBR)
Löic Duval (FRA)

348 laps / 4742.9km 
2
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2ND

Toyota Hybrid Racing 
Toyota TS030

Sébastien Buemi (SUI) 
Anthony Davidson (GBR)
Stéphane Sarrazin (FRA)

347 laps 
8

3RD

Audi Sport Team Joest
Audi R18 e-tron quattro

Oliver Jarvis (GBR) 
Marc Gene (ESP)
Lucas di Grassi (BRA)

347 laps
3
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6TH
WINNER: PRIVATEER P1

Strakka Racing 
HPD ARX-03c
Danny Watts (GBR) 
Johnny Kane (GBR)
Nick Leventis (GBR)

332 laps
21

4THToyota Hybrid Racing 
Toyota TS030
Alexander Wurz (AUT) 
Kazuki Nakajima (JPN)
Nicolas Lapierre (FRA)

341 laps 
7

5TH

Audi Sport Team Joest 
Audi R18 e-tron quattro
André Lotterer (DEU) 
Benoît Tréluyer (FRA)
Marcel Fässler (SUI)

338 laps
1
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WINNER: P2

OAK Racing 
Morgan - Nissan

Ricardo González (MEX) 
Martin Plowman (GBR)
Bertrand Baguette (BEL)

329 laps
35
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3RD: P2
Greaves Motorsport 
Zytek Z11SN - Nissan
Michael Krumm (DEU) 
Jann Mardenborough (GBR)
Lucas Ordónêz (ESP)

327 laps 
42

2ND: P2

OAK Racing
Morgan - Nissan
David Heinemeier-Hansson (DNK) 
Alex Brundle (GBR)
Olivier Pla (FRA)

328 laps
24
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Pecom Racing 
Oreca 03 - Nissan
Luís Pérez Companc (ARG) 
Pierre Kaffer (DEU)
Nicolas Minassian (FRA)

325 laps 
49

Murphy Prototypes 
Oreca 03 - Nissan
Mark Patterson (RSA) 
Brendan Hartley (NZL)
Karun Chandhok (IND)

319 laps

Morand Racing 
Morgan Judd
Natacha Gachnang (SUI) 
Franck Mailleux (FRA)
Olivier Lombard (FRA)

320 laps
21

4TH: P2

5TH: P2

48
6TH: P2
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Jota Sport 
Zytek Z11SN - Nissan
Simon Dolan (GBR) 
Lucas Luhr (DEU)
Oliver Turvey (GBR)

319 laps
38

7TH: P2

Signatech Alpine 
Alpine - Nissan
Pierre Ragues (FRA) 
Nelson Panciatici (FRA)
Tristan Gommendy (FRA)

317 laps 
36

8TH: P2
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WINNER: 
GTE PRO

Porsche AG Team Manthey 
Porsche 911 RSR

Richard Lietz (DEU) 
Marc Lieb (DEU)
Romain Dumas (FRA)

315 laps
92



7574 @lendurancelive facebook.com/lendurance

3RD: GTE PRO

Aston Martin Racing 
Aston Martin V8 Vantage
Peter Dumbreck (GBR) 
Darren Turner (GBR)
Stefan Mücke (DEU)

314 laps 
97

2ND: GTE PRO

Porsche AG Team Manthey
Porsche 911 RSR
Jörg Bergmeister (DEU) 
Patrick Pilet (FRA)
Timo Bernhard (DEU)

315 laps
91
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AF Corse 
Ferrari 458 Italia
Olivier Beretta (MCO) 
Kamui Kobayashi (JPN)
Toni Vilander (FIN)

312 laps

Race Performance  
Oreca 03 - Judd
Michel Frey (SUI) 
Patric Niederhauser (SUI)
Jeroen Bleekemolen (NED)

314 laps
21

9TH: P2

71
4TH: GTE PRO

Corvette Racing 
Chevrolet Corvette C6-ZR1
Jan Magnussen (DNK) 
Antonio Garcia (ESP)
Jordan Taylor (USA)

312 laps 
73

5TH: GTE PRO
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Greaves Motorsport 
Zytek Z11SN - Nissan
Tom Kimber-Smith (GBR) 
Alexander Rossi (USA)
Eric Lux (USA)

307 laps

AF Corse 
Ferrari 458 Italia
Gianmaria Bruni (ITA) 
Giancarlo Fisichella (ITA)
Matteo Mallucelli (ITA)

311 laps
51

6TH: GTE PRO

41
10TH: P2

SRT Racing 
Viper GTS-R
Ryan Dalziel (GBR) 
Dominik Farnbacher (DEU)
Marc Goossens (BEL)

306 laps

Corvette Racing 
Chevrolet Corvette C6-ZR1
Oliver Gavin (GBR) 
Richard Westbrook (GBR)
Tommy Milner (USA)

309 laps
74 7TH: 

GTE
PRO

53
8TH: GTE PRO
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IMSA Performance Matmut  
Porsche 911 GT3 RSR

Christophe Bourret (FRA) 
Raymond Narac (FRA)
Jean-Karl Vernay (FRA)

306 laps
76
WINNER: 
GTE AM
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3RD: GTE AM

AF Corse 
Ferrari 458 Italia
Jack Gerber (RSA) 
Marco Cioci (ITA)
Matt Griffin (IRE)

305 laps 
61

2ND: GTE AM

AF Corse
Ferrari 458 Italia
Lorenzo Case (ITA) 
Pierguiseppe Perazzini (ITA)
Darryl O’Young (CAN)

305 laps
55
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Aston Martin Racing 
Aston Martin V8 Vantage
Roald Goethe (DEU)
Stuart Hall (GBR)
Jamie Campbell-Walter (GBR)

307 laps
96

7TH: GTE AM

SRT Racing 
Viper GTS-R
Jonathan Bomarito (USA) 
Tommy Kendall (USA)
Kuno Wittmer (CAN)

306 laps
93

9TH: 
GTE 
PRO

Dempsey Del Piero - Proton 
Porsche 911 GT3 RSR
Patrick Dempsey (USA) 
Joe Foster (USA)
Patrick Long (USA)

305 laps
51

4TH: GTE AM

Larbre Competition 
Chevrolet Corvette C6-ZR1
Julien Canal (FRA) 
Patrick Bornhauser (FRA)
Ricky Taylor (USA)

302 laps
50
6TH: 
GTE
AM
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JMW Motorsport
Ferrari 458 Italia
Khaled Al Qubaisi (ARE)
Abdulaziz Turki Alfaisal (SAR)
Andrea Bertolini (ITA)

300 laps
66

10TH: GTE PRO

Proton Competition
Porsche 911 GT3 RSR
Christian Ried (DEU) 
Gianluca Roda (ITA)
Paolo Ruberti (ITA)

301 laps
88

8TH: 
GTE 
AM

Boutsen Ginion Racing 
Oreca 03 - Nissan
Rodin Younessi (USA) 
Matt Downs (USA)
Thomas Dagoneau (FRA)

300 laps
40

11TH: P2

Larbre Competition 
Chevrolet Corvette C6-ZR1
Pascal Gibon (FRA) 
Patrice Milesi (FRA)
Wolf Henzler (DEU)

300 laps
67

7TH: 
GTE
AM
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Prospeed Competition 
Porsche 911 GT3 RSR
François Perrodo (FRA) 
Sébastien Crubile (FRA)
Emmanuel Collard (FRA)

298 laps 
75

DKR Engineering 
Lola B11/40 - Judd
Romain Brandela (FRA) 
Stéphane Rafin (FRA)
Olivier Porta (FRA)

280 laps

8Star Motorsports 
Ferrari 458 Italia
Enzo Potolicchio (VEN) 
Rui Águas (POR)
Jason Bright (AUS)

294 laps
81

9TH GTE: AM

10TH: GTE AM

39
12TH: P2
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Rebellion Racing
Lola B12/60 Coupe - Toyota
Cong Fu Cheng (CHN) 
Matias Beche (SUI)
Andrea Belicchi (ITA)

275 laps 
13

2ND: PRIVATEER P1

Rebellion Racing
Lola B12/60 Coupe - Toyota
Nico Prost (FRA) 
Nick Heidfeld (DEU)
Neel Jani (SUI)

275 laps
12

3RD: PRIVATEER P1
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Thiriet by TDS Racing 
Oreca 03 - Nissan
Pierre Thieret (FRA) 
Ludovic Badey (FRA)
Maxime Martin (BEL)

310 laps

Level 5 Racing  
HPD ARX 03b
Scott Tucker (USA) 
Marino Franchitti (GBR)
Ryan Briscoe (USA)

242 laps
21

NOT CLASSIFIED

46
DNF

Larbre Competition 
Chevrolet Corvette C6-ZR1
Cooper MacNeil (USA) 
Manuel Rodrigues (POR)
Philippe Dumas (FRA)

268 laps 
70

11TH: GTE AM
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KCMG
Morgan - Nissan
Alexandre Imperatori (SUI) 
Matt Howson (GBR)
Ho-Pin Tung (CHN)

241 laps

OAK Racing 
Morgan - Nissan
Jacques Nicolet (FRA) 
Jean-Marc Merlin (FRA)
Philippe Mondolot (FRA)

246 laps
45

DNF

47
DNF

Aston Martin Racing 
Aston Martin V8 Vantage
Rob Bell (GBR) 
Fred Makowiecki (FRA)
Bruno Senna (BRA)

248 laps 
99

DNF
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HVM Status GP
Lola  B12/50 Coupe- Judd
Tony Burgess (CAN)
Jonathan Hirschi (SUI)
Johnny Mowlem (GBR)

153 laps
30

DNF

AF Corse 
Ferrari 458 Italia
Yannick Mallegol (FRA) 
Bachelier (FRA)
Howard Blank (USA)

147 laps
54

DNF

Aston Martin Racing 
Aston Martin V8 Vantage
Paul Dalla Lana (CAN) 
Bill Auberlen (USA)
Pedro Lamy (POR)

221 laps
98

DNF

Lotus 
Lotus T128
Thomas Holzer (DEU) 
Dominik Kraihamer (SUI)
Jan Charouz (CHZ)

219 laps
32
DNF
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Gulf Racing Middle East
Lola  B12/50 Coupe - Nissan
Keiko Ihara (JPN)
Fabien Giroix (FRA)
Philippe Haezebrouck (FRA)

300 laps
28

DNF

Lotus
Lotus T128
Kevin Weeda (USA) 
James Rossiter (GBR)
Christophe Bouchut (FRA)

17 laps
31

DNF

Krohn Racing 
Ferrari 458 Italia
Tracy Krohn (USA) 
Nic Jonsson (SWE)
Maurizio Mediani (ITA)

111 laps
57

DNF

Delta - ADR
Oreca 03 - Nissan
Tor Graves (GBR) 
Shinji Nakano (JPN)
Archie Hamilton (GBR)

101 laps
25

DNF
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Aston Martin Racing 
Aston Martin V8 Vantage
Allan Simonsen (DNK) 
Kristian Poulsen (DNK)
Christoffer Nygaard (DNK)

2 laps
95

DNF

Delta - ADR
Oreca 03 - Nissan
Roman Rusinov (RUS) 
John Martin (AUS)
Mike Conway (GBR)

327 laps
26

EXCLUDED



The 2013 Le Mans 24 Hours will forever be remembered 
for the death, in the opening laps of the race, of Allan 
Simonsen.

The popular and very rapid Dane was leading the GTE 
Am class by a country mile after setting pole position in 
his factory entered Aston Martin Vantage V8 when the 
car left the track at high speed and made heavy contact 
with the barrier at Tertre Rouge.

At the specific request of the Simonsen family the Aston 
Martin Racing team raced on in his memory.

Allan will be remembered by all that knew him for his 
professionalism, sense of fun and massive focus and for 
all those that saw him race as one of the very, very best 
GT racers in the world.
 
Rest In Peace

Allan Simonsen 
1978 - 2013


