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INTRODUCTION

GT AcAdemy. 
There cAn only be one.
Nissan Nismo and PlayStation® launched GT Academy in 
2008, the program that allows you to unleash your talent 
and become a professional racing driver. Nissan Nismo 
makes performance accessible both in the virtual and the 
real world by turning you into a Nismo athlete. Will you be 
the next one to swap your comfortable sofa for the bucket 
seat of a Nissan Nismo car?
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Yorath
JAKE

Spa has always had a place 
in my heart. It was the first 
24 hour race I visited, back 

in 2007, and I chose a vintage 
year. GT1 still reigned supreme 
and the atmosphere, the access 
for fans and the grand scale of 
the place made its mark.

I’ve tried very hard to be at 
every single one since, and I’ve 
only missed a couple. It has to be 
said that the Blancpain Endurance 
Series has really made the Total 
24 Hours of Spa a fantastic event 
to be a part of, be it racing, 
spectating or reporting. It’s a grid 
of GT cars unrivalled anywhere on 
the planet, where Europe’s best 
GT racing teams - WRT, Marc VDS, 
AF Corse, Hexis and a host more - 
compete for overall glory.

Purists have whinged about GT3 
and its Balance of Performance, 
but there’s no denying it’s served 
some very special racing at all 

levels of GT competition, from 
national championships to the 
global stage. Audi, BMW, Nissan, 
Porsche, McLaren and Ferrari can 
all claim they have a very realistic 
chance of winning this race. 

In the Pro class, where this race 
will likely be decided, it’s hard to 
point at a car and say ‘that one is 
weaker than the others’ and it’s 
equally tough to pick a favourite. 
There are Le Mans winners, Le 
Mans class winners, stars of 
the Nürburgring, works drivers 
and ex-Formula One drivers. 
There are Le Mans class winning 
manufacturers, Le Mans class 
winning teams, stars of... You can 
see where I’m going here.

It’s an event. A round of the 
championship, sure, but if you 
asked most of the drivers here 
‘would you rather be champion of 
the Blancpain Endurance Series, 
or winner of the 24 Hours of Spa?’ 

the answer would be the latter. 
It’s historic. The race has been 

through its ups and downs - there 
was a period in the ‘90s where 
the race was won overall by a 
Peugeot 306 - but the winners list 
is impressive. Tom Walkinshaw, 
Luigi Chinetti, Giuseppe Farina, 
Mike Hawthorn, Dieter Quester... 
Ferrari 375MM, Ford Capri RS, 
Nissan GT-R... 

This race is quintessentially 
Belgian. It’s coffee and frites (with 
mayo, of course) at the bottom 
of Eau Rouge, or Belgian beer on 
campsites with enthusiasts. And 

these enthusiasts really know 
their stuff. They are endurance 
fans, many of whom come to the 
race every year and know their 
van der Poele from their van der 
Straten.

It’s international by the same 
token; look up and down the grid 
and there are drivers from Oman, 
to Switzerland, to Venezuela, 
via Finland and Great Britain. 
It’s broadcast on TV in scores of 
countries, from the Australasia to 
Austria.

No, it’s not the Le Mans 24 Hours 
- and it’s all the better for it.

“THESE ENTHUSIASTS 
KNOW THEIR STUFF. 
THEY COME TO THE 

RACE EVERY YEAR AND 
KNOW THEIR VAN DER 

POELE FROM THEIR VAN 
DER STRATEN
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Each 24 hour race has its own 
character. Le Mans has the 
grandeur, Daytona the brash 

Americana and Nürburgring 
the madness. Spa’s round the 
clock race has a different feel 
again, a relaxed, friendly and 
open atmosphere for fans at the 
circuit.

But, with upwards of 60 equal 
(or near equal) GT3 machines all 
in one race, it’s also an extremely 
competitive field. They are, of 
course, in three classes but, 
with every car at the same 
specification, a car from any class 
can run at the front of the field. 

It is all down to driver skill and 
teamwork in the pits, preparation 
and hours of hard work.

At the very sharp end of the 
field, there are a few crews who 
can rightfully consider themselves 
in with a shot of standing on the 
podium this coming Sunday. The 
Pro class is looking as healthy 
as it ever has in the Blancpain 
Endurance Series, and it’s not just 
full but brimming with quality.

Add a glorious looking Pro-
Am class, that is right in the 
spirit of GT racing and a healthy 
Gentlemen Trophy entry, and it’s 
a heady mix...

TICKING OVER...
A MAGNIFICENT GRID IS READY TO TAKE PART IN THE 2013 24 HOURS OF SPA
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Audi’s dominance of 
global endurance racing 
in recent years is well 

catalogued. The R8, R10, R15 
and various iterations of R18 
prototype have held Le Mans 
racing in a vice grip, and their 
R8 LMS and subsequent LMS 
Ultra have a similar stranglehold 
on GT racing. They’ve won both 
Blancpain Endurance Series era 
24 hour events at Spa, and the 
hat trick is within reach.
The R8’s transmission issues 

seem to have been solved with 
development and the car has 
proven near bulletproof in recent 
years. Three teams bring a total 
of bring a total of seven cars - six 
Pro and one Pro Am.
Vincent Vosse’s WRT squad 

won in 2011, but were narrowly 

beaten by Phoenix last year. This 
year, they bring four Pro class 
R8 LMS Ultras. Their two regular 
series driver line ups remain. 
#0 is usually #2 but Nicky Mayr-
Melnhof, Rahel Frey and Matt 
Hallyday return. So far, they’ve 
yet to light the Blancpain grid up 
just yet - it’s their three team 
cars most likely to challenge.
#1, with Stephane Ortelli, home 

favourite Laurens Vanthoor and 
Rene Rast - who has been a 
revelation in recent years - will 
be strong. In #2, Frank Stippler, 
Christopher Mies and André 
Lotterer team up. That’s last 
year’s Nürburgring 24 winner, last 
year’s Blancpain Endurance Series 
champion and a twice Le Mans 
winner.
In #13, DTM star Matias Ekström, 

Edward Sandström and multiple 
Le Mans and Spa winner Marcel 
Fässler form another remarkable 
outfit.
Phoenix bring their regular 

Blancpain cars. Neither have 
quite had the cutting edge of pace 
so far but the team won this race 
last year. Olly Jarvis, who won 
Daytona in GT and Sebring overall 
this year, Christopher Haase, who 
took this series’ title in ‘12 and 
Harold Primat are in #6, while 
Enzo Ide, local hero Anthony 
Kumpen and Markus Winkelhock 
are in #16.
There’s also an entry in Pro Am 

for United Autosports - they’ll 
need to show consistency but, if 
they do, they could show well.
It would be a brave man who bet 

against a four ring hatrick...

AUDI
R8 LMS ULTRA

Engine:

Specifications

BHP:

Dimensions:

Dimensions:

BES Wins:

5.2 Litre V10

(Upto) 560 bhp

L: 4670mm W: 1994mm 

1250 kg

3



BMW
Z4 GT3

Engine:

Specifications

BHP:

Dimensions:

Dimensions:

BES Wins:

4.3 Litre V8

508 bhp

L: 4387mm W: 2012mm 

1190 kg

5

BMW’s Z4 GT3 is starting to 
become the bridesmaid 
of GT3 racing. It’s been 

a front runner in the class 
since its inception and in the 
Blancpain Endurance Series it 
propelled Marc VDS Racing to 
four victories on the bounce 
between 2011 and ‘12. But it’s 
yet to win a a 24 hour race as 
Vita4One and Marc VDS finished 
3-4 behind two Audis here last 
year, and the Belgian team took 
a sensational second place finish 
at the Nürburgring 24 in May.
There are four in the Pro class, 

and BMW’s best chance of a 
victory probably comes with the 
native Marc VDS squad. They 
bring three cars, two of which 
are regular season entries in 
the Blancpain Endurance Series. 
#3 with Bas Leinders, rapid 
Dutchman Yelmer Buurman and 
highly rated BMW Motorsport 
driver Maxime Martin, is probably 
the strongest on paper. #4 has 
Markus Palttala, Nick Catsburg 
and Henri Moser, who have put 

in good performances and shown 
strong pace but suffered terrible 
luck this season. 
#14 was a late addition to their 

line up. Andrea Piccini, who stood 
on the N24 podium for the team 
in May, joins young works drivers 
Jens Klingmann and Dirk Müller in 
the car after the late withdrawal 
of Jörg Müller.
Vita4One bring a Pro car for 

Stefano Colombo, 2011 winner 
and series champion Greg Franchi 
and under rated German Frank 
Kechele. Their pace has been 
underwhelming this season but 
Michael Bartels’ squad has won 
this race three times in the past 
(as Vitaphone) and they know 
what they’re doing at this level.
ROAL Motorsport, ELMS 

champions TDS Racing and long 
time GT racing specialists DKR 
all bring Pro Am cars. TDS’ Pierre 
Thiriet, Henry Hassid, Ludovic 
Badey and Mathias Beche could 
be the pick of them - the team is 
strong and has endurance racing 
nous.
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It might have had a troubled 
development, but the MP4-
12C has pretty much put 

that firmly in the past and is a 
strong prospect in the class. It’s 
certainly a potential winner in 
the hands of the four Pro cup 
teams.
Hexis Racing are as good as it gets 

in European GT racing and they 
bring one car for Alvaro Parente, 
Alex Sims and Stef Dusseldorp. 
It’s a line up that should be right 
up at the front - they finished a 
strong second at Paul Ricard.
There was a 2-3 on the podium at 

Monza, with ART and Gulf Racing 
on the podium. Both head into 
this race with plenty of cause 
for optimism. ART bring Antoine 
Leclerc, Mike Parisy and rapid 
Spaniard Andy Soucek, while Gulf 
Racing bring Nico Verdonck, Rob 
Bell and Adam Carroll. Bell starred 
for Aston Martin at Le Mans and 
Carroll has been a revelation this 
season.

Von Ryan have an interesting 
line up - Rob Barff is well known 
in GT racing and Chris Goodwin 
is a McLaren development driver. 
The big news, though, is Bruno 
Senna’s 24 Hours of Spa debut. If 
he performs to even a fraction of 
the standard he did at Le Mans, 
he’s one to watch.
Both ART and Gulf also bring Pro 

Am cars, with Gulf’s car featuring 
three well known drivers in Tim 
Mullen, Andy Meyrick and Stuart 
Hall joining Mike Wainwright. 
They’ll face competition in the 
class from national favourites 
Boutsen-Ginion, who bring four 
Belgians, including pop act Koen 
Wauters and pre season test 
topping Frederic Vervisch, to 
crew their machine.
Hexis have a Pro Am entry, 

featuring amongst its line up 
Sebring 12 Hours and Monaco GP 
winner Olivier Panis, and MRS GT 
bring their car with a relatively 
low key line up.

MCLAREN
MP4-12C GT3

Engine:

Specifications

BHP:

Dimensions:

Dimensions:

BES Wins:

4.5 Litre V8

550 bhp

L: 4598mm W: 2033mm 

1215 kg

1
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Hans Reiter’s Gallardo GT3 
project finally gained 
official Lamborghini at the 

start of the year, and a stealth 
fighter-esque upgrade kit has 
given the car extra punch. That 
said, the car has not always been 
the bulletproof package a lot of 
these GT3 cars are.
There’s one on the grid, for 

Reiter-run Blancpain Racing, in 
the Pro Am class. Peter Kox is one 
of the best GT drivers around - 
still - and is joined by Blancpain 
supremo Marc Hayek, experienced 
Dutchman Jos Menten and Henk 
Haane.

LAMBORGHINI
GALLARDO GT3 FL2

Engine:

Specifications

BHP:

Dimensions:

Dimensions:

BES Wins:

5.2 Litre V10

561 bhp

L: 4340mm W: 1930mm 

1065 kg

0

Aston Martin’s overall 
victory prospects are 
much greater than last 

season. This season, they have 
a works supported Pro class car 
for GPR and with it come three 
top drawer pilots - all of whom 
starred at Le Mans. 
Belgian star Bertrand Baguette, 

who won LMP2 at the French 
classic, is joined by works AMR 
drivers Darren Turner and Jamie 
Campbell Walter. It’s a line up 
that would be welcome at any 

team on the grid and, with the 
V12 Vantage looking strong, it 
would be unwise to bet against 
them for a good result. Baguette 
will certainly want to take the 
bragging rights of pole at his 
home race, too.
Their Pro Am cars are also strong, 

with Beechdean seeing works 
driver Mücke, Brit star Adam, AMR 
development driver Mckenzie and 
rapid gentleman Andrew Howard 
team up. GPR also run an Pro Am 
car, and Emil Frey also join in.

ASTON MARTIN
V12 VANTAGE GT3

Engine:

Specifications

BHP:

Dimensions:

Weight:

BES Wins:

6 litre V12

600 bhp

L: 4619mm W: 1963mm 

1250 kg 

1
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In the 50th year of the 911, 
Porsche have already won at 
Le Mans and have lined up a 

good number of professional 
drivers to tilt at their second 
major 24 hour race victory of 
the year. The tools are in place, 
mechanically.  The 911 GT3R 
might still be an ‘old’ shape 997, 
but it’s as good a package on this 
grid as any.
In Pro, there are five cars. 

Manthey are the headline addition 
to Porsche’s Blancpain Endurance 
Series squad at Spa. The German 
team, who run the works WEC 
cars and have a plethora of N24 
wins, have a full works driver 
team - Patrick Pilet, Marc Lieb 
and Richard Lietz. It’s two parts 
of their Le Mans winning team 
and one second place finisher. 
Prospeed bring two Pro class cars. 

One is their regular Blancpain 
Endurance Series car with Xavier 
Maassen, Marc Hennerici, and 
local hero Maxime Soulet, while 
the other has a Porsche flavour 
crew. Nick Tandy and Marco 
Holzer are proven drivers on the 

international scene and they’re 
joined by Marco Mapelli, who has 
an Italian GT Championship to his 
name, among other achievements.
Pro GT by Almeras have an 

outstanding line up too, with 
works men Jörg Bergmeister and 
Timo Bernhard joined by Nico 
Lapierre. They’re amongst the Pro 
Am field too, and Franck Perera 
could star in their #34.
SMG Challenge, meanwhile, bring 

a strong line up that features, 
amongst others, Olivier Pla and 
Nicolas Armindo - an extremely 
rapid French pair in the Pro Am 
class. The final Pro Am car is for 
Fach Auto Tech, who starred at 
Dubai, with Martin Ragginger 
among the drivers.
In the Gentlemen class, Delahaye 

Racing and ARC Bratislava have a 
car each. Look out for Ahmad Al 
Harthy - the Omani driver has been 
turning heads in the category. 
Finally, there’s a traditional entry 
for Speedlover with a GT3 Cup 
in the Cup category, along with 
Prospeed with a similar machine. 

PORSCHE
911 GT3 R

Engine:

Specifications

BHP:

Dimensions:

Weight:

BES Wins:

 4 litre Flat 6

500 bhp

L: n/a   W: n/a

1200 kg 

2
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The F458 GT3 was the 
l’endurance car of the 
year in 2011, and for good 

reason. For 2013, the Stallion 
has received a new upgrade kit 
and the car has blossomed. It 
has great strength in numbers, 
too, with 16 entries across the 
three classes.
In Pro, the strongest challenger 

should be Kessel Racing’s 
championship leading #44. Cesar 
Ramos, Davide Rigon and Daniel 
Zampieri won at Monza and scored 
strongly in both subsequent 
races. It’s a young line up and 
lacks some of the experience on 
show elsewhere in Pro, but it’s a 
talented crew, in with a shout. 

Their second Pro car, as yet, does 
not have a confirmed line up.
SMP Racing bring a phalanx of 

Russian liveried cars. All four are 
in Pro Am, with a mixed group of 
Russian and international pilots. 
Top Russian is Mikhail Aleshin - a 
single seater star of some repute 
- and top internationals include 
Mika Salo and Alessandro Pier 
Guidi. The amateur drivers have 
a varied history of lower level 
saloon and GT racing.
Further Eastern European flavour 

with an Italian twist comes 
courtesy of Team Ukraine in 
the Pro Am class - rapid Italians 
Raffaele Gianmaria and Mateo 
Mallucelli bolster that car’s 

potential.
AF Corse bring two Pro Am cars, 

with strong line ups. British GT 
regular Duncan Cameron is joined 
by regular co-pilot Matt Griffin, 
works man Toni Vilander and Alex 
Mortimer, who was a star in the 
Ford GT a few years ago. In the 
other car, gentlemen specialists 
Nic Hommerson and Louis Machiels 
once again team up with Andrea 
Bertolini. The crew is completed 
by Marco Cioci.
AF also bring a pair of Gentlemen 

Trophy cars, joining three Sport 
Garage, one SOFREV and one 
Kessel car in the all-amateur 
class.

FERRARI
458 ITALIA GT3Engine:

Specifications

BHP:

Dimensions:

Dimensions:

BES Wins:

4.5 Litre V8

550 bhp

L: 4598mm W: 2033mm 

1215 kg

2
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The Nissan GT-R might not 
look as sleek as the Ferraris  
on show in this race, but 

the most brutal-looking of all 
the GT3 class cars has shown to 
be a more than handy package 
in 2013. 
It’s proved to have good pace in 

both the Pro and Pro Am classes, 
with JRM’s Pro drivers currently 
third in the drivers’ standings and 
Alex Buncombe is top of the Pro 
Am tree.
The Nissan GT Academy brings 

its full armoury to Spa. Nissan 
GT Academy Team RJN bring two 
cars, with six previous winners of 
the ground breaking gamer-to-
racer competition. The two line 
ups are strong for the Pro Am class 

they’ll race in, and they’re both 
in with a shot of a groundbreaking 
win.
#32, the black car, has 2012 

Russian winner Mark Shulzhitskiy, 
‘12 USA winner Steve Doherty 
and rapid British brothers Chris 
and Alex Buncombe. Alex leads 
the Pro Am standings, and for 
good reason - he’s been a class 
act so far this season. #35 comes 
with original Academy graduate 
Lucas Ordoñez, alongside German 
graduate Peter Pyzera and 
European winner Wolfgang Reip. 
The fourth in their team is Jann 
Mardenborough, the 2011 winner 
who will not only be racing the 
24 but the British F3 International 
Series too - a very busy weekend!

Can they win the class? It would 
be some story if they did...
That sole Pro entry, with Lucas 

Luhr, Peter Dumbreck and Steven 
Kane, has consistently added 
points at every round and the 
experience of its line up has 
shown through. It’s unlikely you’ll 
see any of these drivers make a 
mistake, and that will count in 
their favour.
JRM also bring a Pro Am entry, 

with Matt Bell heading up the 
driving squad. He’s an under 
rated challenger and with Charlie 
Bateman, British GT4 champion 
Jody Fannin and sometime 
ALMS P1 race winner Humaid Al 
Massaood alongside, they could 
do well.

NISSAN
GT-R NISMO GT3

Engine:

Specifications

BHP:

Dimensions:

Dimensions:

BES Wins:

3.8 litre, V6, twin-turbo

550 bhp

L: 4650mm W: 1902mm 

1300 kg

0
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MERCEDES
SLS AMG GT3

The SLS AMG GT3 is a crowd 
favourite and has earned 
(rightly) a reputation for being 
pretty solid. It finally took 
victory at the Nüburgring 24 
this year, adding to the success 
it earned with Black Falcon at 
Dubai in January. Mercedes have 
added a bit of works weight to 
the Spa 24 Hours efforts of its 
customers.
There are three in the Pro 

class. Fortec, who’ve taken 
their sportscar duck in 2013, 
have Karl Wedlinger, Oli Webb 
and Alex Brundle as their crew. 
It should be rapid - Wendlinger 
has massive experience and 
Brundle is rapidly becoming a 
star in sportscars.
HTP Gravity Charouz were 

unlucky not to finish further up 
at Paul Ricard, with Maximillian 

Buhk showing excellent 
form leading the field before 
problems struck. He’s joined 
by Maximillian Götz and class 
act endurance driver Bernd 
Schneider to create a line up 
that could well trouble the top 
cars.
Nordschleife specialists Rowe 

Racing move from one legendary 
circuit to another. They’ve got a 
good line up to challenge with, 
too. ALMS P1 champion Klaus 
Graf is joined by FIA GT Series 
driver Jan Seyffarth and Lance 
David Arnold. 
They’re well represented 

in Pro Am, too, as Dubai and 
Nürburgring victors Black Falcon 
bring two cars with good line 
ups. In #18, look out for Adam 
Christodolou and Thomas Jäger.

Engine:

Specifications

BHP:

Dimensions:

Dimensions:

BES Wins:

6.3 Litre AMG V8

500 bhp

L: 4710mm W: 1990mm 

1340 kg

0
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TRACK GUIDE
Meet the first three tracks on the Blancpain Endurance Series 
calendar; look out for the rest in our Spa 24 Hours preview 
e-zine!



Spa Francorchamps
Belgium
July 25 - 28 2013

Circuit Length: 7.004 km

2012 Winner: #16 Phoenix Racing Audi R8 Ultra

2012 Pole: #66 Vita4One Racing BMW Z4 GT3

2012 Pole Time: 2:19.4734(24 Hour Race)

Spa’s 24 hour race is one of  the 
world’s finest. Renowned for years 
as a touring car race, it all changed 
at the start of  the millennium by 
Stephane Ratel, who brought GT 
racing here.

About.

Tickets: www.total24hours.com
Rivage

Malmady

Stavelot

Fagnes

Kemmel Straight

Les Combes

Blanchimont

Bus Stop

Pouhon

La Source
S3

S1

S2

Eau Rouge

Raidillon

Start/Finish



Nurburgring
Germany
September 21 - 22 2013

Circuit Length: 5.148 km

2012 Winner: #75 Prospeed Porsche 997 GT3 R

2012 Pole: #3 Marc VDS BMW Z4 GT3

2012 Pole Time: 1:47.9235(1000km Race)

The Nurburging hosts the season 
finale. It’s an event which also brings 
back the famous Nurburgring 
1000km title. 
Set in the Eifel mountains next to 
its bigger brother, the Nordschleife, 
the circuit winds it’s way downhill 
to the Dunlop hairpin, a fast 
section of  uphill corners leads to 
a technical third sector. As with 
Spa, the weather around the Eifel 
mountains can be unpredictable, 
often bringing torrential downpours 
on only certain parts of  the circuit.

About.

Tickets: www.nuerburgring.de

Advan-Bogen

NGK-Shikane

Mercedes Arena

Ford-Kurve

Coca-Cola-Kurve

Michael Schumacher-S
Dunlop-Kehre

Yokohama-S

Warsteiner-Kurve

S1

S3

S2

Start/Finish



TRACK GUIDE
Meet the first three tracks on the FIA GT Series calendar; look 
out for the rest in our Spa 24 Hours preview e-zine!



Slovakia Ring
Slovakia
August 17 - 18 2013

Circuit Length: 5.922 km

2012 Winner: #18 Vita4one BMW Z4 GT3

2012 Pole: #1 Hexis McLaren MP4-12C GT3

2012 Pole Time: 2:01.6524
Part of  the recent surge of  interest 
in Eastern Europe, the Slovakia 
Ring hosts the FIA GT Series once 
more in 2013.
A tough challenge, fast and 
demanding, it’s one of  the best 
tracks on the calendar.

About.

Tickets: www.slovakiaring.sk

9

3

8

5 4

6

10

1

Start/Finish
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13
14

12

2

7

S2

S1

S3



Navarra
Spain
October 12 - 13 2013

Circuit Length: 3.933 km

2012 Winner: #1 Hexis McLaren MP4-12C GT3

2012 Pole: #25 Lamborghini Gallardo LP600 GT3

2012 Pole Time: 1:39.2485
Navarra is one of  the finest racing 
facilities in Europe, but its circuit 
has not always won praise from 
drivers.
Still, the tight confines of  the track 
means that often the races stay close 
until the finish.

About.

Tickets: www.circuitodenavarra.com

S3

S1

S2

Start/Finish
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