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                                 the

BossBob Neville is one of the most established 
faces in motor racing and, as head of RJN 
Motorsport, runs the Nissan GT Academy 
GT3 team. Graham Goodwin and Stephen 
Kilbey introduce him.
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RJN Motorsport have become 
something of a perennial contender 
in GT racing recently – but it wasn’t 
an overnight success. The team has 
been around since 2000 – but it 
wasn’t until 2008 that they became 
one of Europe’s flagship GT teams.

“We did GT4 for Nissan. When 
I went to Nissan Motorsport in 
Oxfordshire, we were racing the 
Primeras mostly in the BTCC and 
European championships. Then 
Nissan Motorsport closed in 1999 and 
RJN Motorsport carried on, and well, 
was formed,” says Team Principal 
Bob Neville.

“We were extremely lucky that we 
had some good results, and that led 
to us doing the Paris Dakar for them. 
Budgets though have been always 
very tight and it’s only been in recent 
times with the success of the Nissan 
GT Academy really that things have 
come together. It’s helped us race 
cars successfully, we still hold the 
record for wins in GT4 I think.”

So RJN have moved from operating 
as a standalone team to an operation 
heavily linked with a variety of Nissan 
programmes.

“When the guys win the (GT 
Academy) competition online, 
the first stop for them is with RJN 
Motorsport, which is obviously the 
Nissan GT Academy team,” He says. 
“In that initial stage we take them 
club racing and from that moment 
on, it really starts for them.”

Since 2008 RJN have been working 
closely with Nissan to develop drivers, 
some of whom have gone on to race 
on the world stage at Le Mans. Bob 
himself mentors the drivers closely, 
and learns more and more each year 
about how to get the most out of the 
influx of raw talent each year that 
the Academy produces.

“It’s great to see them progress 
and it’s fun for us. We have been 
going international racing with Nissan 
for many years but we still enjoy 
going UK club racing. We take the 
appropriate car for whatever we are 
trying to achieve and we train the 
drivers using a variety of mentors. 
The drivers we use for mentoring 
are experienced drivers in their own 
right and together as a team, we try 
and bring them on and on and on.”

Part of the challenge is not to 
overwhelm the GT Academy drivers, 
by putting them in machinery that 
requires experience to squeeze the 
best out of too early in their racing 

careers. Getting the drivers to drive 
the Nissan 370Z GT4 at smaller events 
first is key to their progression.

The current upper echelon of 
Academy drivers including Lucas 
Ordoñez and Jann Mardenborough 
weren’t thrown straight into an LMP2 
car at Le Mans but instead learned 
their new trade, the preparation 
required, the feedback that helps 
the team to help them, the handling 
limits and the circuits for instance.

Their time spent in GT racing 
involved races at club, National and 
International levels including the Spa, 
Dubai and the Nürburgring 24 Hour 
races before moving on to perhaps 
even more challenging machinery.

“(The 370z) is still a perfect 
stepping stone, in national series. It’s 
just a great way of gauging if a driver 
will be able to handle and get a try in 
the Nissan GTR.”

GT racing, in more recent times, 
has become a difficult and unique 
challenge in it’s own right. With 
series like the Blancpain Endurance 
Series, British GT and even the FIA 
GT now boasting blockbuster grids, 
oozing with talent, winning races has 
never been harder.

“As a competitor, it’s a bit of a 
double edged sword. It’s great to 
have big grids and nice atmosphere 
at rounds, but it also brings more 
of a wild card element into how 
the race might run. It can get mind 
boggling how many cars are covered 
by just two seconds. After qualifying 
there may even be as many as 30 
cars covered by two seconds! Then 
when you come to your pitstop, it 
only needs the guy in front to be just 
slightly in the way and you lose ten 
seconds and give up a lead.”

RJN have been focused on the FIA 
GT and Blancpain Endurance Series 
this year, but Bob is still clearly 
passionate about racing on home soil. 
After competing in the British GT last 
year, and narrowly missing out in the 
title race, he and his crew got a real 
taste of national racing.

“We are still disappointed that 
we are not running in British GT this 
year, it was our initial intention. 
Circumstances were such though, 
that we were not invited, because 
there was a concern about the speed 
of the Academy drivers, you can take 
it as a compliment but we want to go 
racing in that championship, it’s hard 
if you can’t go and do it. So we ended 
up doing the FIA GT Series as a last 

r
Jn
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High standards of preparation are key in endurance 
racing and RJN are amongst the most prepared on the 

grid. To take a podium at the 24 Hours of Spa, you can’t 
leave much to chance!
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minute effort.”
Both series which RJN currently 

run in involve long distance trips, 
to faraway circuits – it’s a great 
experience for the drivers and team 
members, but the FIA GT for instance 
doesn’t race in the UK in 2013. This 
only adds to the intensity in terms of 
planning – the RJN team calendar is 
packed, making it a real challenge to 
attend the multitude of events they 
have signed up to compete in.

“Oh yes, logistically it is certainly 
more of a challenge. You take 
where we are now – at Paul Ricard 
for the Blancpain – and this coming 
Wednesday we are at Spa for the 24 
Hour test, then the next day we have 
to go to Zandvoort for FIA GT. You 
wouldn’t have that if you were doing 
the British GT and the Blancpain, it 
would be a lot easier.” Bob explained. 
“Even just having a UK round in both 
would relieve pressure, I’m not 
just saying that selfishly because of 
logistics and money, but in principle, 
any European series ought to have a 
round in the UK.”

Back to the realities of the 2013 
season though and whilst the RJN 
team arrived at the Spa 24 Hours 
with Alex Buncombe leading the 
Blancpain Endurance Series that lead 
disappeared with Englishman’s early 
elimination from the race after a 
component failure threw the Nissan 

GT-R off the road at the very fast 
Eau Rouge corner whilst running well 
inside the overall top 10, and ahead 
of the vast majority of the Pro-Cup 
field.

“The main thing is, of course, 
that Alex was OK but it was a huge 
disappointment for him and for the 
whole team.  We checked the other 
car as soon as possible but it seems 
like it was just a one-off failure - Not 
that it makes it any easier to take!”

That left RJN with just one car, and 
it was crewed with 4 ex computer 
gamers - But as we know nowadays, 
that wasn’t something that was going 
to worry Bob Neville too much.

“The GT Academy winners never 
cease to amaze me, the training they 
get, and the way in which the very 
best are selected means that there is 
a lot for us to work with when they 
reach us.  They need a lot of rapid 
readjustment to racing but their 
baseline skills are already pretty 
good.”

As things turned out the quartet 
aboard the #35 GT-R would again 
produce one of the stories of the 
race with Lucas Ordonez anchoring 
the effort, 2012 Nissan GT Academy 
winners Peter Pyzera from Germany 
and Spa local boy Wolfgang Reip 
getting their first taste of GT3 
machinery in a 24 race and their 2011 
Academy winning colleague Jann 

Mardenborough doubling up with a 
run in the British F3 Championship at 
SPa too which would see him finishing 
one race upside down and another 
on the second step of the podium 
even before he was strapped into the 
Nissan.

The young Welshman produced one 
of the drives of the race, his first 
night-time stint seeing the car climb 
from 21st position to tenth!

“That was pretty good wasn’t it, 
to see him running fastest overall in 
far from ideal conditions was a real 
head turner, but then Lucas did the 
same as the race ran into dawn and 
both Peter and Wolfie did themselves 
proud too, really consistent and 
getting faster with every stint.

“The overall finish was well 
deserved and a class podium was 
the cherry on the cake.  It will also 
put this car in real contention in 
the Series too so that’s even further 
consolation for the earlier problem 
for #32.

“Now it’s time to get the cars back 
home and look at how things stand, 
there’s still a very busy schedule 
ahead for these guys, and for the 
2013 GT Academy boys, several of 
them are out in 370Zs next weekend 
in club races as we take them towards 
their racing licenses.  It’s all go, and I 
am absolutely loving it!”  
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Nürburgring 
24 Hours: 
In Pictures
Dan Bathie travels to what is surely the worlds maddest race.

Spa 24 Hours: 
In Pictures

Jake Yorath and Dan Bathie present a visual story of the classic Belgian race.

24 HourS of SPa ‘91
GT-r oN ToP

This year’s Pro-Am podium wasn’t Nissan’s first at the 24 Hours of Spa.

1716 @lendurancelive facebook.com/lendurance
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The 1991 Spa 24 Hours saw Nissan’s 
first ever overall win in a 24 Hour 
race - David Brabham, Anders 
Olofsson and Naoki Hattori took the 
win in an R32 Nissan Skyline GT-R.

Olofsson stayed with Nissan and 
won the Daytona 24 Hours the 
following year in an R91CP prototype

The 1991 Spa 24 Hours was David 
Brabham’s first 24 Hour race, he 
wouldn’t win another overall until 
his 2009 win at Le Mans for Peugeot.

The Skyline won the race by 21 
laps with a second R32, this time a 
Group N version, coming in 6th, also 
a class winner, behind only a quartet 
of full race Porsche 911s.

At 3588 km the 1991 was a distance 
record since the race had taken place 
on the near current 7km Spa track - 
By comparison this beat the distance 
set by the winning GT3 class Audi in 
2012

Brabham returned to the  
GT-R  two decades later in the FIA 
GT1 World Championship.

GG
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on 
the 
upside.

Jann Mardenborough enjoyed an almost perfect 
first full season last year. His second season has 
already netted a podium at Le Mans. He speaks to 
Jake Yorath about F3, GT3 and being upside down!
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  t’s been a long time since anyone 
in the sportscar racing world paid 
much attention to Formula 3, 
except for the odd (but increasingly 
frequent) side step of youngsters 
into ‘our’ world from the world 
of single seaters. But in 2013, the 
sportscar racing world has been 
keeping an eye - subtly, because 
they wouldn’t want to be seen as 
bothering too much - on one driver 
in particular. Jann Mardenborough 
has stepped from the GT Academy’s 
GT4 and GT3 programmes to be 
challenging in the world’s most 
competitive junior single seater 
formula.

“It’s hard to take, mentally,” 
explains the young Welshman on 
what has been a sea change from 
his championship challenging British 
GT season in 2012. “Usually in the 
GT stuff we were right at the front, 
now I’m midfield. It’s difficult. It’d 

be disrespectful and arrogant to 
come into this kind of championship 
and think ‘I’m gonna be top five all 
the time’. It takes time to adjust to 
things like this.” 

His biggest challenge so far, though, 
was at Spa Francorchamps, where he 
raced not only in the Cooper Tires 
British F3 International Series, but 
in the 24 Hours of Spa as well. The 
differences between the two could 
barely be more harsh. The Dallara F3 
car weighs just 550kg and produces 
210 BHP - it’s a formula relying on 
aero grip and downforce for lap 
times. The Nissan GT-R GT3 weighs 
nearly three times as much - 1300kg - 
but has more than double the power, 
with more than 500bhp available to 
the driver. Lap time relies on power 
and mechanical grip with some aero 
assistance.

One of the biggest difference in 
driving the two cars is the relative 

i
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braking distances. 
“In an F3 car you pass the 100 

metre board and you’re ready to 
brake at 70 metres no issue,” he says. 
If anything, it might even have been 
an advantage to drive the lighter car 
before the GT race. “When I jumped 
in the GT car it felt more natural to 
brake later. I dunno... At 100m I’m 
thinking ‘Yeah, that’s fine’. You have 
to brake there, but your brain isn’t 
saying ‘You have to brake here, you 
have to brake, you need to brake!’  I 
think it made me faster...!”

In fact, the changeover was not as 
difficult as you might imagine.

“The brakes [of the GT3] were 
pretty good, better than I expected 
compared to the F3 car - considering 
the weight and the speed of the 
GT3! Of course, you have to manage 
the weight a lot more - the weight 
has to be on the front axle to turn 
in, typical GT style. I don’t know if 
it’s because I did it last year, coming 
home to driving the car again. It 
wasn’t actually that big a jump. 
Everybody was happy, I was happy.”

Of course, it’s not just a matter of 
two cars, or even two races - British 
F3 ran three races, in fact - but 
pretty much two weekends in one. 
As anyone who has had the pleasure 
of visiting Spa Francorchamps knows, 
the topographical challenge provided 
by the area makes the pits and 
paddock area something of a maze - 
an often near vertical maze! 

Jann’s Carlin F3 team were in a 
paddock separate even from that - 
half an hour’s walk away, which isn’t 
really convenient when you’ve got 
responsibilities in two parts of the 
paddock at the same time...

“It was pretty busy - busier than I 
expected. It’s a long way from the 
F3 paddock to the top pitlane where 
we were for the GTs! It’s a really long 
walk, I was using a scooter all the 
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time. It was busy. It’s debrief with 
F3 engineers, have lunch, go straight 
to the GT engineers, talk about the 
race...

“When I first did it, the original 
plan was just to do night qualifying, 
so finish all my F3 races and jump in 
the car for night qualification. Then I 
could do my three timed laps and that 
would be that! But “ he continues. 
It’s a plan that would’ve split the 
weekend in two, effectively, but it 
was decided he needed more time in 
the car. “Bob wanted me to do more 
laps on older tyres, so I arrived there 
and did an out and an in, then I did 
about three timed laps. I felt pretty 
good - it was really old rubber but it 
was like ‘OK, I know my way around’. 

“Then for night qualifying, Darren 
[Cox, head of Nissan Motorsport] 
said ‘Do you want some new bags?’ 
I thought, ‘Yeah, I’ll have some 
new bags!’ So it’s completely pitch 
black and I’m in the car. Obviously, 
I thought ‘I’ll just push, see what I 
can do’. It was weird, easier than I 
thought it was going to be.”

Compromise is something that most 
single seater drivers simply don’t 
do, on the track - we’ll get to that 
shortly - and off it. But in 24 hour 
racing, there are four drivers in the 
car and each has to be happy. Jann 
was in with Lucas Ordoñez, Wolfgang 
Reip and Peter Pyzera, a mish mash of 
differently sized and shaped people.

“We have to get the seat sorted for 
four drivers. That isn’t enjoyable, 
it’s nice having your own seat! In F3 
it’s one seat, one seating position, 
wheel where I want. In GT, you have 
to compromise. ‘I need the seat as 
far back as possible’, ‘I need the 
wheel here’, ‘I need to be this high’, 
blah blah blah!” 

The biggest challenge was fitting all 
four drivers comfortably, a particular 
challenge with the extraordinarily 
tall Belgian Reip. “He’s massive, so 
the seat’s right against the roll cage 
for him. That’s as far back as it goes, 
and we’re moving it at pitstops! 
The wheel has to be higher than 
normal because of his knees, so it’s 

not perfectly comfortable... But we 
managed.”

Manage is possibly an 
understatement. Though they 
obviously know each other well, 
there was little time for the four 
drivers to get to know each other 
and despite incredible heat - the air 
temperature was in the mid thirties 
at the start, and it was thickly humid 
throughout the weekend - and strong 
competition they took a podium in 
Pro Am. 

“The GT is a different kind of 
fatigue to the F3 - heat. It was hot. 
You could get out of the car and 
wring out your suit, and the sweat 
was literally pouring from it. It was 
pretty difficult in the car! Very, very 
hot. I’m pretty lean, I like to think 
I’m pretty fit, but after about an 
hour and a half, not even a double 
stint, I was quite tired,” he explains.

“It’s not too bad as long as you get 
cool fresh air on your face. If you 
get that you’re OK. You can be as 
hot as you want but if your face is 
cold, you perform better - it tricks 
your body into thinking your whole 
body is cold. We had a window vent 
which was blowing beautiful cold 
air on your face! But when you’re 
behind someone it’s like having 
turbocharged warm air on you. It’s 
like having a hair dryer on your face. 
It’s slightly cooler than in the car but 
it’s not exactly refreshing.”

But in the end, it was worth it.
“It was great to be on the podium. 

We got unlucky with brake pad 
changes, we did ours under green,” 
he says, obviously a little dissatisfied 
that they lost time. Race drivers - 
always pushing for an edge, and even 
a podium can be disappointing. “The 
others in front got theirs done under 
the safety car. At one point in the 
night we were leading the class. RJN 
did a mega job, we just got unlucky 
with the safety cars. We’ve been 
unlucky with safety cars this year 
actually, at Le Mans, at Spa. I like 
Code 60!” 

It wasn’t the only podium of the 
weekend, as the Welshman had 
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Completely pitch 
black i’m in the car. 
obviously, i thought 

‘i’ll just push’...  _

“

”
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in the third race of the weekend. 
He came close to winning the race, 
too, chasing down eventual winner 
Antonio Giovinazzi and coming within 
0.7 seconds before a spin put paid 
to his chances of victory - he had to 
settle for second.

“I wanted to win that race so bad. 
Never wanted to win a race so much 
in my life.” At this point, he takes an 
unexpectedly rueful tone. “I made a 
small mistake... I was just pushing 
so much. Every lap toward the end, 
when I knew I was catching him, I 
couldn’t actually see where I was 
going. I was just like, ‘He’s there, 
the track’s there or thereabouts...’ It 
was all or nothing. I learned a lot in 
that race.”

It wasn’t the most dramatic 
moment of the weekend, though - 
the first race of the weekend saw 
Jann’s Dallara finish upside down 
at Radillion, after an incident with 
Carlin team mate Nicholas Latifi. Mr 
Mardenborough tells the story...

“The lap before the crash, my 
team mate [Latifi] was in front, and 
he made a mistake into the Bus Stop. 
I was on his bumper out of there and 
down the pit straight. I dived inside, 
passed him at Turn One, and then 
headed down to Eau Rouge I had the 
inside for the left and he towed back 
up beside me. Going through the left 
we were side by side. I may have had 
ten centimetres of my nose in front 
but we were pretty close to level. 
Then as we arrive at the right, I’m 
thinking ‘we’re not going to both 
make it out of here, still side by 
side’. 

“At that point, one of either two 
things is gonna happen; if we’re still 
side by side exiting the right I’m going 
across the top curb at Radillion. I’ll 
lose the position but should be able 
to tow to Les Combes. Or, he’s gonna 
back out and the corner’s mine. I 
gave him room, in the right, thinking 
I can’t afford just to chop him off. 
You just don’t do that. I gave him 
room in the left, and then as we’re 

going up the right I saw him, out of 
the corner of my eye, go straight 
towards my right rear tyre.

“The next thing I know, I’m flipping 
forward and yawing to the side... 
Then I’m on my roof! At that point 
I’m just sliding on my roll bar up 
toward the Radillion exit curb. He 
went into the wall dead ahead. It was 
disappointing, really.”

Just what do you do in that 
situation? 

“Initially, you go into self 
preservation mode. Take your hands 
off the wheel - I put mine on my chest, 
or maybe my lap, I can’t remember 
which. Then you take a deep breath, 
tense up, then when you actually hit, 
land on the roll hoop, that’s the worst 
part. Then you’re just waiting for 
something to happen. It felt like an 
eternity sliding, across the track, and 
they’re coming up at me. We do that 
flat in the wet in F3. Fifth gear, flat, 
and they’re coming at me. It wasn’t 
nice, because I didn’t know what was 
going to happen. The actual impact 
wasn’t actually that hard. 

“When I got out of the car, I 
was... fairly annoyed, really. I think 
I did what I had to do, and still got 
penalised for it. Especially when 
it’s your team mate as well, it isn’t 
great. Typical racing driver, I was just 
angry. 

“You think you’re invincible. It’s 
the wrong way to think, but you have 
to. That’s the way it is. I was seriously 
annoyed about the whole situation, 
and then I was thinking about the 
next race - that was in three hours’ 
time. Carlin did a mega job to get me 
out for race two. We finished fixing 
the car about five minutes before the 
green flag lap. It was pretty tight. I 
had loads of people working on my 
car from different team mates - 
mechanics, engineers. It was great of 
them to do that for me.”

So he got plenty of time to try 
both formulae, on the same circuit... 
Which is best?

“F3.”

the next thing i know, i’m flipping 
forward and yawing to the side...

then i’m on my roof!__

“
”
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He’s so quick to answer the question 
that’s it’s pretty clear he’s keen on 
the kind of experience he’s gaining in 
the category.

“It teaches you so much about how 
to progress as a driver,” he elaborates. 
“From the team I’m learning so much 
regarding car set up, my team mates 
too. Everybody in Formula Three is 
rapid. Technically, to drive these cars 
fast, you have to be very, very good. 
You can’t afford to brake two metres 
early for a corner, you lose a tenth or 
two. It’s so fine, what you’re looking 
for. The car weighs 550kg including 
the driver, so these small differences 
add up to be massive in the end.”

That kind of edge is not as 
pronounced in the GT car.

“In the GT, your technique can 
sometimes afford to be slightly off, 
which would lose you time, but 
not as much as you would in F3. It 
really teaches you how to drive a 
car properly. It helps you drive a car 
in the future, too, because you’re 
more accustomed to picking up the 
finer details of your driving and being 
more self-critical. In general, it 
really does help you for the future. 
So many great drivers have come 
from Formula 3, it’s a championship 
to learn from, so it’s a great place 
to be.”

For now, he’s concentrating on 
2013, eschewing too much prying 
into the future.

“I’ve got six or seven F3 races left, 
including Macau,” he says. “And I’m 
going over to Japan to do the Fuji 
Sprint Cup in GT300, and I think that’s 
it for racing. There’s plenty to keep 
me busy, with lots of GT Academy 
events. I’m not too sure what will 
happen next year... Nissan have yet 
to sit me down and talk about what 
happens. Either way I’m happy with 
whatever I’m doing, as long as it’s on 
four wheels! I’m really excited.”

He’s clearly a happy man...
“This year’s been really tough - the 

hardest year yet. I’ll progress much 
more than last year. Obviously the 
first year of racing was tough because 
the learning curve was through the 
roof, it was all new. But this year I’ve 
learned just as much.”.
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old enough to be their father.

racing legend Bernd schneider shared the 
winning car with two team mates whose 
combined age was still less than his own.

Bernd schneider

Maximilian gotz

Maximilian Buhk 

49

27

20

..

dubai

nurburgring
..

spa

then 3 come along at once.

Before 2013, Bernd schneider hadn’t won 
a 24 hour race. spa was his third 24 hour 
race win this year.

2,454.5 miles

3,950.1 kilometers

the winning htp 
Motorsport Mercedes-Benz 
sls aMg covered 564 
laps, which equates to...

or

167kph

winners average speed over the 24 hours.24 hours of spa 
in numbers.
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teams from

different nations.

Belgium, danmark, luxembourg, italy, 
usa, France, new Zealand, russia, 
slovakia, switzerland uk, ukraine.

aston Martin

Mclaren

lamborghini nissan
Ferrari

audi
Mercedes
porsche

BMw

13
33

9 Car manufacturers
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34,407
Bhp

cars took the start, a total horsepower of...65 
Cars retired

First you have to finish.

only 46.875% of the field were classified.

Cars finished

5
safety first.

number of safety cars deployed 
during the race.
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44 no, you go first.

lead changes that took place.

24

in ‘n’ out.

pitstops made by the winning car.
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Nürburgring 
24 Hours: 
In Pictures
Dan Bathie travels to what is surely the worlds maddest race.

Spa 24 Hours: 
In Pictures

Jake Yorath and Dan Bathie present a visual story of the classic Belgian race.24 HourS of SPa: 
IN PIcTureS
Adam Pigott and Peter May present a visual story of the classic Belgian race.
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1/ The 65 car grid heads into 
La Source for the first time. 
(Photo: Adam Pigott)

2/ Spa has many trees...
(Photo: Adam Pigott)

3/ They would be hoping 
they could deliver a result! 
(Photo: Adam Pigott)

4/ A very packed grid walk.  
(Photo: Peter May)

5/ The crowd gather along 
the Kemmel Straight.
(Photo: Adam Pigott)
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1/ Eau Rouge (Photo: Peter 
May)
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1/ It was a fine summer’s 
evening (yes, at Spa!) 
(Photo: Peter May)

2/ TDS could have won 
Pro Am but fell foul of 
the Z4’s unreliability 
(Photo: Peter May)

3/ Marc VDS led with two of 
their cars but all failed to 
finish (Photo: Peter May)
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1/ Hilltopper (Photo: Adam 
Pigott)

2/ ...But Beechdean 
couldn’t hold the lead. 
(Photo: Peter May)

3/ Long shadows. Photo: 
Peter May)
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1/ Audi couldn’t make it 
a hat-trick of wins at the 
Spa 24 - the organisers 
later admitted they had a 
harsh performance balance. 
(Photo: Adam Pigott)

5352 @lendurancelive facebook.com/lendurance



5554 @lendurancelive facebook.com/lendurance

1/ Scenery - plenty of it at 
Spa. (Photo: Adam Pigott)

2/ Winning Mercedes heads 
into the evening light.
(Photo: Adam Pigott)

3/ Catsburg, Palttala and 
Moser all starred in Marc 
VDS’ #4
(Photo: Adam Pigott)

4/ Low sun over the 
Ardennes (Photo: Adam 
Pigott)
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1/ It was a strong run for the 
#35 Nissan, netting a podium
(Photo: Peter May)
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1/ Dusk sets in. (Photo: 
Adam Pigott)

2/ Rays of sun bathe Pouhon.
(Photo: Adam Pigott)

3/ Orange McLaren.
(Photo: Peter May)

4/ Les Combes. (Photo: 
Peter May)

5/ Nismo power.
(Photo: Peter May)
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1/ It could only be glorious, 
glorious Spa. (Photo: Adam 
Pigott)
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1/ GPR never quite had the 
front running pace. 
(Photo: Peter May)

2/  Hard braking for AF 
Corse, but the reigning Pro 
Am champions retired on 
Sunday.
(Photo: Adam Pigott)

3/ It’s not easy to find 
a view as good as this. 
(Photo: Peter May)

4/ Spa at night. Magical.
(Photo: Adam Pigott)
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1/ Eau Rouge, a spectacular 
place at any time. (Photo: 
Adam Pigott)

2/ Insight would be left ruing 
Enzo Ide’s lack of traffic 
insight (Photo: Peter May)

3/ It was hard work for the 
mechanics at Gulf Racing 
as their McLarens suffered 
(Photo: Adam Pigott)

4/ The HTP SLS thunders 
up Radillon. (Photo: Adam 
Pigott)

5/ Nissan stand was packed 
full of innovation. (Photo: 
Adam Pigott)
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1/ Double Gauche shows the 
mistakes of drivers past! 
(Photo: Adam Pigott)
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1/ Bernd Schneider celebrates 
his third 24 hour win this year.
(Photo: Peter May)

2/ Well deserved champaign 
on the Pro Cup podium. 
(Photo: Peter May)

3/ The Nissan GT Academy 
team celebrate third in Pro 
Am. (Photo: Peter May)
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nogaro \\ FranCe
Zolder \\ BelgiuM

Zandvoort \\ netherlands
slovakiaring \\ slovakia

the Fia gt series so Far
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round one:

nogaro \\ FranCe

32: M. shulZhitskiY \\ w. reip
pro-aM p5

35: l. ordoneZ \\ a. BunCoMBe
pro-aM p3

nissan gt aCadeMY teaM rJn
30 points

The season kicked off in fine style for 
the Nissan GT Academy Team RJN in 
Nogaro. In difficult conditions, the 
Main Race yielded a double top 
five in class, with Lucas and 
Alex standing on the podium 
with third place.
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round two:

Zolder \\ BelgiuM

32: M. shulZhitskiY \\ w. reip
pro-aM p5

35: l. ordoneZ \\ a. BunCoMBe
pro-aM dnF

nissan gt aCadeMY teaM rJn
52 points

After the fantastic start to the season, 
it was down to earth with a bump in 
Zolder. On track incidents caused 
strife for both cars, with #35 
forced to retire. #32 did at 
least salvage a creditable 
fifth position.
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The Dutch trip was highly 
profitable for the Nissan 
GT-R drivers, as they once more 
scored a double top six. #35, with 
Alex and Lucas, took second with #32 
with Wolfgang and Mark continuing their 
consistent streak with another fifth place.

round three:

Zandvoort \\ netherlands

32: M. shulZhitskiY \\ w. reip
pro-aM p5

35: l. ordoneZ \\ a. BunCoMBe
pro-aM p2

nissan gt aCadeMY teaM rJn
83 points
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round Four:

slovakiaring \\ slovakia

35: w. reip \\ a. BunCoMBe
pro-aM p3

nissan gt aCadeMY teaM rJn
107 points

As RJN Motorsport headed to 
Eastern Europe, they brought only 
one car with them. Alex Buncombe 
was joined by Wolfgang Reip in #35 and 
the new pairing scored another podium for 
the GT-R GT3 in the heat of the Slovakiaring. 
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standings

Fia gt series 
pro-aM teaMs standings

p1: htp gravitY CharouZ 113

p2: nissan gt aCadeMY teaM rJn 107

p3: rodrive CoMpetiCoes 73

Fia gt series 
pro-aM drivers standings

p1: sergei aFanasiev // andreas siMonsen 96

p2: doMinik BauMann // hari proCZYk 88

p3: Carlos viera // Cesar CaMpaniCo 59

p4: aleX BunCoMBe 59

p5: wolFgang reip 56

p6: Matheus dall’ agnol stuMpF 43

p7: luCas ordoneZ 38

p8: Mark shulZhitskiY 35

p5: FaBio onidi // Filip salaQuarda 34

p10: arMaan eBrahiM 28
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standings

BlanCpain enduranCe series 
pro-aM teaMs standings

p1: nissan gt aCadeMY teaM rJn 80

p2: aF Corse 79

p3: tds raCing 42

Fia gt series 
pro-aM drivers standings

p1: luCas ordoneZ 61

p2: peter pYZera 57

p3: aleX BunCoMBe 51

p4: niek hoMMerson \\ louis MaChiels \\ andrea Bertolini 50

p5: henrY hassid \\ ludoviC BadeY 42

p6: dunCan CaMeron \\ Matt griFFin \\ aleX 

MortiMer \\ toni vilander 34

p7: wolgang reip 32

p8: klaas huMMel \\ steve Jans \\

adaM Christodolou 31



84 @lendurancelive

GT AcAdemy. 
There cAn only be one.
Nissan Nismo and PlayStation® launched GT Academy in 
2008, the program that allows you to unleash your talent 
and become a professional racing driver. Nissan Nismo 
makes performance accessible both in the virtual and the 
real world by turning you into a Nismo athlete. Will you be 
the next one to swap your comfortable sofa for the bucket 
seat of a Nissan Nismo car?
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